It's that time again by Shinn, Steve


It's that time again. 
Of course, for the True Tiger buff, the football 
season never ends. Even while watching the ac-
tual games, True Tiger may be thinking in terms 
of a season or two hence. Then there are the bowl 
games, the recruiting wars , spring practice, and 
the pre-season buildup. Even now, True Tiger is 
prowling the magazine stands, looking for foot-
ball previews to see how they rank Al Onofrio's 
1974 edition. 
Tiger centers also must think the season never 
ends. They each took a football when they left 
Columbia for the summer with instructions to 
practice snapping it - to the quarterback, to the 
punter, and to the guy who holds the ball for place 
kicks. Certainly, this was a facet of the game that 
didn't look too sharp during spring practice. The 
top center candidate, Mike Owens, who mostly 
played tackle last year, couldn't practice because 
of knee surgery, and the others were plagued by 
inexperience, a condition that affects almost all 
of the interior offensive line. Only at first -string 
guard, where Don Buck and co-captain Steve 
Sadich hold forth, is solid experience available. 
When True Tiger finds his football magazine, 
he probably will read that the offensive line is 
the big questionmark for Mizzou this year. But 
last season's forward wall wasn't all that good, 
especially in the speed department. This year's 
youngsters appear to have more potential. And, 
although you can get an argument on this, many 
coaches believe that if they had to pick one area 
where they could live with a little inexperience, 
that area would be the offensive line. 
Historically, sportswriters who cover the Tigers 
concentrate on the quarterback as the position 
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offering the most uncertainty for an upcoming 
season. This year, Onofrio, at least, has few 
doubts on that score. He calls Ray Smith, who 
started the Kansas game last year before leading 
Missouri to a 34 to 1 7 victory over Auburn in the 
Sun Bowl, and Steve Pisarkiewicz, who was cho-
sen the outstanding offensive back of the spring 
game, "complete quarterbacks, the best pair 
we've ever had." Smith is generally considered 
the better runner and Pisarkiewicz the better 
passer. Onofrio plans to use both - and while the 
game still is in doubt, not after it' s already been 
won or lost. A two-quarterback system is not one 
generally favored, but Alabama did it very suc-
cessfully in 1973. The number three signal call-
er may end up being a freshman, possibly Pete 
Woods of University City or Monty Montgomery 
of Manhattan, Kansas. 
The key to a superior season may well be the 
tailback, more specifically, how fast a young one 
can be developed. Bill Ziegler, who started at 
slotback a year ago, is dependable, hard work-
ing, and tough. In spite of only average speed, he 
generally gets the job done. Sophomore Jornel 
Williams has the speed (4.6 in the 40) and was 
impressive in spring practice. Redshirt Mike Hop-
kins also made encouraging progress. Freshmen 
Jeff Hilliar, called the best back in the St. Louis 
area, and Joe Stewart, the Illinois high school 
sprint champion, are outside possibilities. 
Key to a great defense may be whether or not 
junior college transfer Danny Smith (6-6, 260) 
can play Big Eight caliber football at middle 
guard. But the defense appears solid in any case. 
Last year's defenders were the best in several 
years and nine of the 11 starters return. Tom 
Cooper looked adequate at nose guard during 
the spring, and Brad Brown, a starter two years 
ago, returned from a season's layoff to shore-up 
All-American John Moseley's cornerback post. 
Last year Mizzou abandoned its traditional 
wide-end-six defense in favor of a 5-4 with zone 
pass coverage. It worked well. The Tigers were 
second in the Big Eight in the defense-against 
scoring category, although in four of the last 
seven games the opposition scored touchdowns 
in the final two minutes. These last-second scores 
resulted in losses to Colorado and Kansas and a 
severe scare in the 13-12 upset of Nebraska. This 
spring Onofrio worked on further refining the 5-4, 
and he believes the last-minute problems have 
been worked out. Al hopes these refinements 
won't hurt the inherent recklessness a great de-
fense must have, however. In any event, the de-
fense appears much further along than it was at 
the opening of practice last year. 
Moseley's loss will hurt, not only because he 
was Missouri's best one-on-one defender, but 
also because of his ability as a punt and kickoff-
return specialist. The graduation of Greg Hill, 
who missed only one point after touchdown last 
season and holds the conference record for field 
goals, also could be a factor. Punter Jim Goble 
returns. Defensive back Kenny Downing is the 
early choice as the return man, and soccer-style 
kicker Tim Gibbons and straight-on kicker John 
LeBanc are fighting it out as Hill's replacement. 
The 1974 season will be the fourth for Onofrio 
as Missouri's head coach. Each season has been 
better than the one before (1-10, 6-6, 8-4), and 
the 1974 campaign will be the first in which vir-
tually all the squad (there are five redshirt se-
niors) was recruited during the Onofrio regime. 
Recruiting was one area that some persons wor-
ried about when Al took over from Dan Devine. 
These fears have proved groundless. Four good 
freshmen classes in a row have enrolled at Miz-
zou. Onofrio credits his recruiting success to a 
sound football program and hard work, but for 
whatever reason, there is little doubt that the 
1974 Tigers have more good football players than 
any squad in some time. 
During his years as Devine's top assistant, Ono-
frio was given credit for much of the Tigers' de-
fensive success, but True Tiger sometimes ex-
presses concern about Al's ability to coach an ef-
fective, exciting offense. 
There have been great offensive efforts-Notre 
Dame in 1972 and Auburn in the Sun Bowl, for 
example- but the Missouri offense has not been 
consistently potent. In fact, for three years in a 
row, the Tigers have finished last in the Big Eight 
in total offense and seventh in scoring. 
Onofrio attributes many of the offensive trou-
bles to a lack of execution. "Any player can learn 
to execute," he says. "You don't have to have a 
great deal of talent to do that. So some of this 
problem has to lie with the coaching." 
But Al is also a golfer, and he uses a golfing 
analogy to warn, "You can't think about execut-
ing. You've just got to do it. If you think of all the 
things you've got to do, you'll dub the shot." 
True Tiger often thinks the offensive woes are 
caused by a lack of a passing attack. "It isn't how 
often you pass, it's how effective you are when 
you do," Onofrio responds, and he points to the 
Sun Bowl with its three Missouri touchdown pass-
es to prove his point. The Tigers did pass a lot this 
spring, however, and even the coaching assis-
tants expect the ball to be in the air more this fall. 
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Mizzou will use the Pro Set, Slot-I, and Power I 
formations with slot backs being used more as 
runners and receivers than they were last year. 
A lot of True Tiger's dissatisfaction (especially 
in Kansas City) stems from late-season troubles 
that have caused Mizzou to lose to arch-rival Kan-
sas three years in a row while also finishing in 
the second division of the Big Eight. True Tiger 
isn't used to that. 
Onofrio is hoping that a change in his practice 
format will keep his charges fresher at the end 
of the season, both mentally and physically. In 
the past, Missouri has worked very little on Mon-
day and dressed out in pads on Thursday. Now, 
they will do more work on Monday and not don 
pads on Thursday. It's the practice pattern at 
Penn State, and Al visited there this spring. 
When Onofrio became head coach after more 
than 20 years as an assistant, he knew a lot of 
football, and he knew he knew it. "I really was a 
little smug," Onofrio admits. "If I were doing it 
over, I'd look around more, see how other suc-
cessful programs worked." 
That's the background for the visit to Penn 
State and Joe Paterno and the change in Tiger 
practice habits. There have been other changes, 
too. Onofrio is more comfortable in the head 
coach's role now, more assured, better at meet-
ing the public. He also is tougher on both the play-
ers and the staff. One way he hasn't changed, 
however, is in his enthusiasm and basic opti-
mism for the upcoming season. 
This year there seems to be good reason for that 
optimism. When True Tiger finds his favorite foot-
ball magazine, it could well be predicting Mis-
souri to finish in the nation's top 20 (the Tigers 
were 17th after the bowl games last year). Okla-
homa and Nebraska still appear to be the class 
of the conference, but Missouri and several other 
Big Eight teams appear capable of fighting it out 
for national recognition. 
True Tiger and others not quite so true are buy-
ing season tickets at a rapid clip. Many are plan-
ning to follow Mizzou on the Alumni Associa-
tion's football trip to Wisconsin. Some alumni 
groups are sponsoring trips to Mississippi, Neb-
raska and Oklahoma. (The Missouri-Nebraska 
game is a candidate for national TV, incidental-
ly.) In all, That Time Again looks like a good time 
this time. - Steve Shinn 
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QUARTERBACK 
*Ray Smith 6'2" 195 Sr. Santa Maria, Calif. 
Effective option runner threw two touchdown passes in Sun 
Bowl victory. 
Steve Pisarkiewicz 6'3 203 So. Ferguson 
Strong-armed redshirt is Tigers' best passing threat. 
Steve Brickey 5'11" 190 So. Affton 
TAILBACK 
** Bill Ziegler 6'3" 204 Sr. St. Louis 
Last year's first string slotback is dependable. 
Jornel Williams 5'11" 189 So. St. Louis 
He runs a 4.6 forty. 
Mike Hopkins 6'2" 211 So. Jefferson City 
Made encouraging progress during spring. 
Dean Leibson 6'1" 185 So. Corning, New York 
*Chris Hoskins 6'0" 207 Jr. Caruthersville 
Bill Marx 6'0" 184 Jr. Dallas, Tx. 
FULLBACK 
** Ray Bybee 6'0" 197 Sr. East Moline, Ill. 
Three-year starter is a quick, strong runner. 
(J) Tony Galbreath 6'1" 225 Jr. Centerville, la. 
Annise Davis 6'0" 199 So. Kansas City 
RIGHT END 
*Bob McRoberts 6'1" 208 Jr. Ladue 
Dependable, reckless, and tough. 
Blaine Henningsen 6'2" 210 So. Richmond 
*Tom Garavaglia 6'0" 205 Jr. St. Louis 
A starter on the specialty teams. 
LEFT END 
** Bob Keeney 6'2" 208 Sr. Waynesville 
Makes the big play. 
Dale Smith 6'2" 205 So. Columbia 
Expected to help this season. 
Mike Williams 6'3" 205 So. Bluff, Ill. 
RIGHT TACKLE 
*Mark Johnson 6'3" 233 Sr. Hillsdale, Ill. 
Smart aggressive hitter. 
Pete Allard 6'3" 235 Chicago (St. Laurer:ice) 
High school All-American will be tried at linebacker. 
William Anderson 6'0" 228 University City, Mo. 
Offensive guard has good quickness. 
Greg Cypret 6'1" 175 St. Louis (Hazelwood) 
High school quarterback also plays baseball. 
Dennis Disselhoff 6'6" 230 Kansas City (North) 
Was All-Metro at center. 
Lamont Downer 6'3" 180 University City, Mo. 
Speedy split end also was a basketball player. 
Hk;;, C ook 6 '0 " i 98 Sr. Seneca 
Sta rter on specialty teams also plays slotback. 
Packy Watson 6'0 " 199 So. Peo ria, Ill. 
SLOT BACK 
•· Randy Grossart 6'0" 180 Jr. Chico, Calif . 
The Jone experienced player at this position. 
Steve Mally 6'0 " 190 So. Chicago 
Pete Blake 6'0" 185 So. Bridgeton 
SPLIT END 
* Mark Miller 6' .1" 171 Sr . Mesa, Az. 
A part-time starter last year. 
*Henry Marshall 6'3" 205 Jr . Salina, Ks. 
Will alternate with Miller to carry in the play. 
Ted Beckett 6'1" 180 Jr. Kansas City 
Rich Lain 6'2 " 185 So . Morton Grove, Ill. 
TIGHT END 
** Don Muse 6'2" 212 Sr. Ballwin 
Started first six games last fall and blocked well. 
*Charley Douglass 6'3" 220 Jr. Mountain Grove 
Oliver Burbridge 6'4" 220 So . St. Louis 
Shifted from linebacker, he has good speed. 
John Blakeman 6'1 " 215 Jr. Latham, Ill. 
Les Frank 6'3" 213 Jr. Spring Valley, Calif. 
John McDonald 6'3" 210 So. Glendale 
LEFT TACKLE 
Bob Carr 6'4" 239 Jr. Kansas City 
Improved during spring. 
(J) D. W. Johnston 6'4" 236 Jr. El Cajon, Calif. 
A spring starter until knee injury forced surgery. 
Doug Bentlage 6'3" 235 So . Union 
* Don Owens 6'5" 235 Sr. Affton 
Slowed by injuries throughout career. 
** Dave Johnston 6'3" 235 Sr . Vinita, Okla. 
Former end will log considerable playing time. 
James Parrott 6'1 " 216 Jr. Springfield, Mo. 
Bill Culp 6'3 " 210 So . Wood River , Ill. 
LEFT TACKLE 
**DennisVanarsdall 6'1" 218 Sr. Buckner 
A dependable two-year starter. 
Randy Frisch 6'4" 240 So. Kirkwood 
** Ray Miller 6'3 " 222 Sr. Madison, Ill. 
NOSE GUARD 
Tom Cooper 6'1" 230 Jr. Litchfield, Ill. 
Played some last year and showed well this spring. 
(J) Steve Meyer 6 '3" 217 Jr . El Cajon, Calif. 
(J) Dan Smith 6 '6 " 260 Jr . St. Louis 
Earnie Bohner 5'11" 215 So. Springfield 
STRONG SIDE LINEBACKER 
** Scott Pickens 6'2" 220 Sr. Peoria, Ill. 
Strong side linebacker will vie tor national honors. 
*John Austin 6 '2" 195 Jr. Joplin 
Mark Kirkpatrick 6'2" 214 So. Wood River, Ill. 
Ron Ghrist 6'1 " 210 So . Pittsfield, Ill 
Ward Billings 5'1 O" 190 So. Kennett 
WEAK SIDE LINEBACKER 
** Lynn Evans 6'0" 205 Sr . Lynwood, Calif. 
Good tackler is also strong pass defender. 
Tom Hodge 6'2" 214 So. East Gary, Ind. 
Mike Fagan 6'1" 205 So. Kansas City , Ks. 
Doug Hertzog 6'1" 210 Lee's Summit 
All-Metro lineman is brother of Bob. 
JeffHilliar 6 ' 1" 190WebsterGroves 
Considered best running back in St. Louis area. in St. Louis 
James Leavitt 6'1 " 185 St. Petersburg, Fla. 
All-around athlete played quarterback in high school. 
David Legg 6' 1" 190 Kansas City (North) 
All-State back runs high hurdles in 13.9. 
Thomas McBride 6'2" 225 Springfield , 111 . (Southeast) 
Runs hundred in under 10 seconds. Cousin of Ron McBride, 
former Tiger fullback, and Bake McBride, Cardinal outfielder. 
Monte Ray Montgomery6'3" 180 Manhattan, Ks. 
Star quarterback is brother of professional star Mike. 
Terry Newman 5'11 " 175 Columbia (Hickman) 
Offensive and defensive back is Mike's brother. 
Mike Owens 6'5" 205 Stotts City, Mo. (Mt. Vernon) 
Versatile tight end was a/so outstanding basketball player. 
Bill Seabaugh 6'2" 180 Cape Girardeau 
Quarterback ranked no. 1 in high school class. 
RIGHT TACKUE 
Joel Yearian 6'3 " 233 So. Woodridge, Ill. 
Shows lots of potential. 
Bruce Whitmer 6'3 " 232 So. Li ber ty 
Morris Towns 6'4" 255 So. St. Loui s 
Converted from middle guard, he broke arm early in spring 
drills. 
LEFT GUARD 
*Don Buck 6'2" 220 Sr. San Diego 
Talented blocker was a starter last season. 
Tom Kowalczyk 6'3" 230 So. St. Louis 
Dan Doyle 6'2 " 225 So. Decatur, Ill. 
RIGHT GUARD 
**Steve Sadich 6'3 " 226 Sr. Columbia 
Co-captain is a candidate for national honors. 
Ken Kells 6'0" 228 Jr. St. Louis 
John Gourley 6'3" 225 So. St. Louis 
Carl Luecke 6'3" 218 So. Kirkwood 
CENTER 
* Mike Owens 6 '3" 234 Jr. Affton 
Recovering from knee surgery. 
Larry McDevitt 6 ' 1" 230 So . St. Louis 
Bob Hertzog 6'0" 218 So. Lee's Summit 
MikeWefelmeyer 5'11 " 208 Jr. St. Louis 
PUNTER 
*Jim Goble 6'2" 195 Jr. Pittsburg , Ks . 
Regular kicker of '73 came on strong at end of spring. 
PLACEKICKER 
TimGibbons 5'11" 184 So. St.Louis 
Will handle kickoffs tor Tigers. 
John LaBanc 5'9 " 167 So . Hillsboro, Ill. 
TIGER BACK 
**Steve Yount 6'0" 178 Sr. Columbia 
Missed spring practice to play baseball. 
Chuck Banta 6'0" 180 Jr. Springfield 
Will push for starting role. 
Joe Gross 6'2" 188 Sr. Columbia 
Paul Bennett 5'10" 185 So. Scarborough, Ont. Can . 
LEFT CORNERBACK 
*Brad Brown 6'1" 179 Jr. Mt.Vernon 
Returns after laying out last season. 
Rob Fitzgerald 6'0" 178 So. Springfield 
WalterWilson 5 ' 11 " 172 Sr . St.Louis 
RIGHT CORNERBACK 
*Kenny Downing 5'11" 180 Jr. Aurora 
Will also return punts. 
Brad Bushell 
Larry Davis 
Mark Phillips 
SAFETY 
6'0" 185 Jr. Lincoln, Ill. 
5 ' 11 " 178 So. EastPeoria,111. 
5 '11 " 180 So . Peoria, Ill. 
*TonyGillick 5'11" 171 Sr. St.Louis 
Quick and smart, improved in spring. 
Mike Newman 5'11" 165 So. Columbia 
Jerry Williams 6 '0" 175 Jr. Raytown , Mo. 
• Number of years lettered. 
(J) Junior College transfer. 
Paul Shortal 5'11" 170 St. Louis (DeSmet) 
Quarterback a/so starter in basketbaf/. 
Mark Stevenson 6'4" 235 Rock Island, Ill. 
Offensive tackle may play this year. 
Joe Stewart 6 '0" 180 Evanston, Ill. 
Running back was Illinois high school sprint champion. 
Ron Suda 6'4" 220 St. Louis (St. Mary 's) 
Plays both offensive and defensive end. 
James Taylor 6'5 " 250 Peoria , Ill. (Woodruff) 
Offensive tackle finished third in state wrestling meet. 
David A. Wallington, Jr. 6'2" 218 Farmington, Mich. 
Tackle prospect now lives in St. Louis. 
Randy Wepler 6'2" 235 Liberty , Mo. 
Nose guard and center was All-State. 
Kurt Wolfenberger 6'3" 227 Hutchinson, Ks. 
Interior lineman finished second in state wrestling meet. 
Pete Woods 6'4" 200 University City, Mo . 
Outstanding quarterback prospect also plays baseball. 
